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The Land Service Mattress 


The Origin and Life of the First Canadian Rocket Battery, RCA 
by D.C. Knight 


This article originally appeared in The Quadrant. The article was later expanded into 
The Land Mattress in Canadian Service, Service Publications, Ottawa, 2003. 


During one of the battles for North Africa during the Second World War, the unit 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Michael Wardell was heavily attacked and the 
British defence was about to collapse. In desperation, he obtained the support of a 
nearby antiaircraft battery and convinced them to engage the Germans with their 
multiple anti-aircraft rocket projectors. While the actual damage inflicted by the 
rockets remains vague, they had a significant morale effect on the Germans and the 
attack was stopped. Wardell was wounded in the engagement and was invalided back 
to England. 


Wardell was impressed by the effects of the impromptu rocket attack and he became 
active in the development of a rocket projector for land use. The problems were 
substantial. Insufficient range, accuracy and the prejudice of those who controlled 
artillery development against anything unconventional resulted in considerable 
frustration and disappointment. Nevertheless he persevered, and in early 1944 he 
gave a demonstration of a prototype multiple rocket projector at Larkhill. Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. Eric Harris, who was in the Artillery Staff Duties Section of Canadian 
Military Headquarters, attended the firing. 


The Canadian interest in rockets started when Major James Hahn attended a 
demonstration in Aberporth in 1943. His recommendation resulted in Captain R.E. 
Kirkpatrick being sent to the British Rocket Research Establishment. At the same 
time, the liaison officer with the Controller of Projectile Development, Captain R.J. 
Rannie, was asked to forward regular updates on rocket progress to CMHQ. 


Harris was very impressed by the demonstration of Wardell's rockets. In the mess that 
evening, he had long discussions with Wardell, who considered that his project had 
failed to attract the necessary official attention. The British opinion was that the 
system looked good, but that it was too late because it would take at least two years to 
develop! Harris and Wardell decided to see if the Canadian Army would support the 
project. 


On his return to London, Harris convinced his superiors of the system's potential. He 
was authorized to support Wardell, as long as it did not strain relations with the War 
Office. By 18 May 1944, two prototype 40-tube projectors were being constructed on a 
priority basis. They were rudimentary; in the firing position, they were simply tipped 
up on a rear spade with no further adjustments for elevation. The rockets used a 29- 
pound warhead from the naval mattress rocket ships, a 3-inch aircraft rocket motor 
with cut-down fins, and a standard army base-detonating fuse. 


Major variations in range were achieved by fitting spoilers, or large discs, on the nose 
of the rocket. As eventually developed, there were three sizes of spoilers, coloured red, 
blue, and white. They provided a simple method of varying range and dispersion, but 
had the disadvantage that a moving target could pass from one spoiler zone to the 
next, which would involve changing the spoilers and delay the firing. 


The first prototype fired a full salvo at Aberporth, Wales, on 16 June 1944,at a 
maximum range of 8,250 yards. A further demonstration was scheduled for 1 July 
1944 at Larkhill, but events postponed this until 13 July when it was fired in front of 
a large group of senior officers including Brigadier H.O.N. Brownfield, who was the 
Brigadier Royal Artillery at First Canadian Army Headquarters. 


A competitor to the 40-tube projector was a large 84-projector unit mounted on a 
semi-trailer. This used fourteen standard naval “mattress” sections which the Royal 
Naval Dockyard at Portsmouth had assembled in one week. However, it had a fixed, 
unalterable range of 3,500 yards, and no possible traverse except by moving the 
trailer. These limitations and the fact that no trailers could be made available, ended 
its trial. 


Wardell's prototype projector had 40 tubes in five rows of eight, mounted on a two- 
wheeled trailer. In the firing position, it was supported on a rear spade, and elevation 
could be adjusted from 30 to 45 degrees using a jack. A second prototype also 
permitted five degrees of traverse each side of the centre line. 


The rocket was a tri-service hybrid, with a naval warhead, an aircraft rocket motor, 
and the army No. 721 fuse. The fuse had been changed to give faster action, and 
reduce the penetration of the rocket into the ground before bursting. The 29-pound 
warhead was considered by the Ordnance Board to be the equivalent of a 5.5-inch 
shell. A single projector could deliver the equivalent of two full regiments of medium 
artillery. However, the guns could keep up a steady fire whereas the projector took 15 
minutes to reload. 


Brigadier Brownfield was favourably impressed with the demonstration, and was in a 
critical position to support the project. In his capacity as senior gunner in First 
Canadian Army, he was able to present the requirement for the equipment at a senior 
level. The British 21st Army Group, in which First Canadian Army operated, was not 
enthusiastic about new projects that might interfere with the production of 
conventional ammunition, and there was ongoing concern about the availability of 
manpower. It was probably useful that the Canadian Corps and Army commanders 
both had artillery backgrounds. 


Nevertheless, it required considerable personal attention on the part of Harris and 
Wardell to get the system produced. The personnel availability was overcome by using 
the manpower of light anti-aircraft gun batteries, and superimposing rocket-trained 
personnel as a command and control cadre. At this point in the war, the Allies had 
such a command of the air that the anti-aircraft units were not fully employed. The 
Larkhill trial indicated that untrained personnel could be taught to use the projector 
in one day. This was optimistic and in the event, about two weeks were required. In 
fairness, the LAA batteries were not trained in field artillery techniques, and required 
considerable basic field gunnery training as well. 


The project probably violated every known principle of project management. It was 
controlled by two men with significant contacts on the "old boy net", and who were 
enthusiastic about the equipment. Since the official requirement had been raised by 
First Canadian Army as a Canadian project, some of the British conservative 
opposition was overcome, but it did require high level intervention by senior officers at 
CMHQ to break some log jams. Once that was accomplished, Harris and Wardell 
received at least reasonable cooperation, but some of the details as to how the system 
was produced are illuminating. 


Sir Alwyn Crow of the Projectile Development Establishment at Fort Halstead had the 
authority to construct up to twelve samples of any project which he considered to have 
promise beyond the prototype stage. With Crow's authorization, Wardell, through the 
Ministry of Supply, was able to fund a small company (Meyer-Dunford, who were 
peacetime manufacturers of bottling equipment) to manufacture twelve projectors for 
operational trials. It appears that they were built "as per sample" with minimal 
drawings or specifications. S/Sgt A.W. Holmes and several other craftsmen of the 
Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers assisted in the actual 
manufacture of both the prototypes and production models. The first prototype was 
sent for quick towing trials, and the second was rushed to the Canadian School of 
Artillery (Overseas), (C.S.A.(O)) to permit development of gun drill and maintenance 
techniques. This had been arranged by Harris who had been the first commander of 
the C.S.A. (O). The two prototypes were not identical, in that the the first had a gate to 
retain the rockets in the launcher while travelling. After the development of the gun 
drill, the second prototype was returned to the manufacturer to serve as a quality 
control standard for the remaining ten production models! 





A Meyer-Dunford 32-tube Land Mattress, loaded in firing position. The rocket “pigtails” 
(electrical connection) can be seen dangling from the bottom of the tubes. DND 


At the same time, a more conventional contract was let with the Tillings-Stephens 
company to produce the service launchers. If it had been necessary to wait for the 


conventional production process, the project would indeed have been too late. The 
production Tillings-Stephens equipments did not arrive in France until the end of 
March 1945. However, two Tillings-Stephens prototypes were delivered to the C.S.A.(O) 
in time to accompany the “Land Mattress Party" to Europe. 


In the meantime, Wardell had arranged for the Navy to fill (on an *experimental" basis) 
approximately 11,000 warheads that had been suitably modified to accept the number 
721 fuse. No. 1 Canadian Base Workshop, RCEME, was tasked to produce the 
adaptors between the warhead and the rocket motor. The Royal Air Force provided the 
rocket motors, but Harris had to provide transport for all the pieces to manufacturing 
and assembly locations. Much of the movement was carried out by Royal Canadian 
Army Service Corps units, frequently accompanied by a project officer to ensure that 
lack of proper documentation was not a problem. It must be remembered that the 
Land Service Mattress was always a non-standard equipment, and was not handled by 
routine ordnance channels. 





Lt-Colonel H.E. Chater demonstrates a Land Mattress rocket. DND 


The fuse was an ongoing problem. The British Ordnance Board did not believe the 
safety mechanism in the fuse was adequate, but CMHQ formally accepted the risk and 
the Board acquiesced. The fuse, as most of the other parts, was chosen for its 
availability rather than its suitability, and, although a better fuse was developed by 
the end of the war, it never saw service. Supplies were obtained by sorting through 
more than 600,000 fuses, which had been assigned to scrap, in order to find the 
correct variant. Furthermore, there was an incompatibility at the extreme ends of the 
manufacturing tolerances between the fuse and the spoilers, so the fuses had to be 
sorted again when the rockets were assembled in order to to eliminate those which 
would not fit. 


On 10 September 1944, ten officers from the Officers Training Wing at C.S.A.(O) 
started development of the gun drill. The prototype projectors required modification in 
the school workshops before the drill could be developed. Captain Rannie provided 
much of the technical rocket background. The gun drill was completed by Lieutenant 
W.S. Jackson and Battery Sergeant Major E. Noakes, both of whom were to stay with 
the Land Mattress until the end of the war. Command of the Land Mattress Party was 
assumed by Major E.A. Royce on 18 September 1944. 


The name of the unit was continually changing. During development, it was known as 
the Land Mattress Party or Cadre. After the successful operational trials, it became 1 
Canadian Rocket Unit on 23 December 1944. To give it a greater artillery flavour, it 
was renamed 1 Canadian Rocket Battery on 17 February 1945. 


The rockets could be significantly affected by low level winds at the launch site, and a 
method was required to measure them. Captain Rannie created a machine which took 
ten men and four hours to erect, but Harris finally solved the problem by producing a 
combination of two anemometers. Battery Sergeant Major McAfee took charge of all 
the meteorology for the battery, and also amended the range tables after a firing at 
Beachy Head on 23 September. 


The culmination of the development was a demonstration firing using two projectors 
on 26 September. After a flurry of activity, including a rather scenic tour of London as 
a result of inexperienced drivers and a lack of maps, the projectors, stores, and 
vehicles were loaded on the Sammont for shipment to France at 0900 hours on 30 
September. 


Consider the achievement: in nine weeks, a single prototype launcher was expanded 
into a complete rocket battery of equipment and 10,000 rounds of ammunition. 
Admittedly, most of the parts were *off the shelf", but they needed modification, and 
they had not been integrated into a single system until 14 July. Few, if any, weapon 
systems can claim this progress, and the credit is due entirely to the drive and 
persistence of Harris and Wardell. 


The Land Service Mattress Cadre spent eight days at sea off Arromanches, France, 
because of the weather, but finally landed on 10 October. They arrived in Bruges on 15 
October, and the training of 112 LAA Battery in the use of the equipment started on 

17 October. The battery was very enthusiastic but it was necessary to conduct some 
very basic training; antiaircraft units were not familiar with the dial sight and director 
(a survey instrument for aligning the projectors to the arc of fire). In addition there 
was continuous development of the gun drill and fire control procedures. In fact, a 
formal gun drill pamphlet was never written; the drill was always on loose foolscap 


paper. 


On 18 October the projectors arrived. One of the two Tillings-Stephens prototypes had 
been badly damaged when being unloaded, and was returned to England. The 
remaining prototype and the ten Meyer-Dunfords all needed welding repairs. On 29 
October, the battery gave a successful demonstration at Bourg Leopold range to 
Brigadier Brownfield and other officers from First Canadian Army Headquarters. 


The first operational use of the Land Mattress was in support of the attack on 
Flushing. The aim was to neutralize open-topped anti-aircraft gun positions. The 
projectors were in position on 31 October and, starting at 0620 hours the following 
morning, the battery fired three troop salvoes (of four projectors each), followed by 
several individual projector salvoes. Immediately in front of the battery position was a 
medium gun regimental position. Despite the fact that they had been warned of the 
signature of the rockets, when the projectors fired, it was noted that the medium 
gunners immediately took cover in their slit trenches and were not seen for some time! 


It was during this operation that the first and only attempt was made to use observed 
fire on targets of opportunity. Harris and Royce climbed into a windmill and tried to 
engage a target whose location was not precisely known. Using normal ranging 
procedures, single rockets were directed at the target. Unfortunately, as the range was 
altered, it moved into the next spoiler zone. This involved a delay to change all the 
spoilers and the attack had overrun the target before the battery was ready to fire. 
Harris was not pleased, but it was a good demonstration of the limitations of the 
system. 


From 6 to 8 November, the battery was deployed in support of the First Polish 
Armoured Division in their attack on Breda-Moerdijk. The action opened with 764 
rounds fired at first light on 6 November, followed by a number of troop salvoes and a 
full battery salvo into Moerdijk on the morning of 8 November. One salvo caught a 
group of 90 Germans in the open, resulting in 30 casualties and the rest surrendering. 
Three projectors were damaged by muzzle prematures or developed electrical faults. 
Ammunition preparation was a major problem, but was solved by Major Benson of 112 
LAA Battery gathering a diverse group of cooks and clerks to assemble the rounds. No 
complaints were noticed since the battery commander himself was busily preparing 
ammunition. At the end of the operation, the Polish division had high praise for the 
effect of the rockets. 


By 8 November 1944, there were ample results from the operational trials. Brigadier 
Brownfield noted in his summary that the Land Mattress was definitely an area 
weapon. In order to get the best effect he believed there was a requirement to equip 
two more batteries, although it was agreed that ammunition supply might be a 
problem. He wanted an immediate supply of 15,000 rockets per month. 


Ammunition supply was to be an ongoing problem and was never adequately solved. 
Unlike standard types of ammunition for the 25-pounder or 5.5-inch guns, the Land 
Mattress rockets were unique to a single unit and had to be handled as a special item. 
This frequently meant that battery trucks had to drive to a port and pick up the 
ammunition. Special arrangements had to be made in England for the production of 
the pieces, and while this made considerable use of existing parts, much sorting was 
required. The spoilers were a particular supply problem, in that there were three types 
and any one type might be used in any engagement, leaving two sets of spares 
available for future use. Considerable correspondence was required to ensure that an 
adequate supply was available without having large quantities of the wrong size. 


On 10 November, 112 LAA Battery turned the equipment over to 338 LAA Battery R.A., 
and for the next two months, the Land Mattress was used in support of the British 
Army. Major E.S. Stronach took over command from Major Royce. Remember that the 
rocket battery was only a cadre, which was superimposed on an existing LAA battery. 
Its efficiency was always dependent on that of the base unit. All training was carried 
out by the rocket battery officers and NCOs, and repairs were carried out by a 
supporting RCEME Light Aid Detachment, (later to become 127 LAD, RCEME, and still 
later 131 LAD, RCEME). On 4 December, the battery set up a base training camp near 
Tilbury, Holland, which was used until the end of the war. 





The Rocket Battery firing a salvo. Several rockets can be seen in the air. The rockets were fired 
at %4-second intervals. DND 


On 3 December two full battery salvoes were fired at Venio in support of Operation 
Guildford, during which the 15t^ Scottish Division captured the west bank of the Maas 
River. A letter of thanks was sent to General Crerar by the British Corps Commander. 
Later, from 9 to 15 December, the battery prepared 2,500 rounds of ammunition to 
support an attack by 30 British Corps. When the attack was cancelled, the 
ammunition had to be returned to the depot. Rather than repack the whole lot, it was 
transported in racks in the back of 3-ton trucks. 128 rockets could be carried in each 
truck in this way, and it was so successful that it became the standard method of 
transport. 


On 16 December, 337 LAA Battery, R.A. replaced 338 LAA Battery as the under-lying 
unit. Training was started, but was interrupted by the battery returning to anti- 


aircraft duties during the German Ardennes offensive. Training was completed on 10 
January. In the meantime, 338 Battery took eight of the projectors in support of the 
3rd Polish Infantry Brigade at Kapelsche Veer. By this time, wear was causing the 
elevation and traversing gears to jam regularly. The LAD managed to repair the gears, 
but a problem with the control boxes was more difficult. After the rockets were loaded 
the firing switches had to be reset (like a circuit breaker in house wiring). However, the 
control box was not very sturdy and wires frequently shorted out. The result was that 
when the resetting switch was pressed, there was a tendency for some rockets to fire 
immediately. No one was injured, but it was unsettling for the detachment 
commanders. The Poles were very pleased with the support since a previous attack 
without rocket support had failed. 


At Sittard on 18 January, 337 Battery used the projectors operationally for the first 
time in support of 12 British Corps. The battery was inexperienced, and it was noted 
that they lacked a sense of urgency. During this operation, it became apparent that 
the maximum time the projectors could stay in continuous action was about ten days, 
after which a 48-hour rest was required to recharge the launcher batteries. 


On 24 January, 337 Battery was replaced by 30 LAA Battery, part of 6 LAA Regiment, 
2 Canadian Corps. Since the battery now had official status, it began to receive its 
authorized vehicles and equipment. Battery transport went to Oostende, Belgium, on 
31 January to pick up the next shipment of ammunition. Operational forecasts 
required that it be assembled at a rate of 2,000 rounds per day. BSM Noakes gathered 
a labour crew of 250 men and the work was completed on time, but at the expense of 
ignoring the assembly drills. By 6 February, the ammunition was loaded on seventy 
vehicles and moved to a new location. On the way, one truck overturned, but there 
was no explosion, so the rockets were loaded on another truck and the trip completed. 
On arrival, an inspection revealed that twelve rockets had lost their safety caps and 
collars in the accident, and had been transported 50 miles in this condition! 


From 8 February until 8 March, the battery was in support of Operation Veritable, the 
crossing of the Rhine River. During this time they engaged 33 prearranged targets, 
expending 13,300 rockets, which was all the ammunition in the theatre! On one 
occasion, a record reload time of seven minutes was achieved, which was attributed to 
greater personnel experience with the equipment and a new type of connecting plug 
for the rockets. Only one rocket motor in the 13,300 burst on firing. There was a 
theoretical probability that one in 10,000 would malfunction in this way, and the 
battery experience supported this estimate. 


There had been considerable worry that the signature of the rockets would make the 
battery a high risk target for counter-bombardment. The risk was thought acceptable, 
in that the launchers were relatively inexpensive and the men relatively protected 
during firing. In the event, there was never any serious counter-bombardment of the 
unit. Casualties did occur, but the shelling was more of a routine nature. 


The confused nature of the front lines at this time of the war was highlighted by some 
scouting done by 127 LAD. Lieutenant Tripp was leading his LAD and took the wrong 
road. Rather than turn around, he continued on and took another route. It was only 
when he got to the new position that he realized that they had crossed the front lines - 
twice! 


Training continued with 364 Battery R.A. and 30 Battery of 6 LAA Regiment. Twelve 
Tillings-Stephens projectors were received on 18 March. These were the first of the 


normal production projectors, demonstrating that had it not been for the 
unconventional method of producing the Meyer-Dunfords, there would have been little 
use of the land mattress in the war. The top traverse of the new equipments was 20 
degrees, as opposed to 9 degrees in the earlier model, which simplified the 
deployment. However, all required modification by RCEME before they could be 
considered operational. 


The battery fired 20 salvoes from 23 to 29 March in support of Operation Plunder, in 
which 51st Highland Division crossed the Rhine. In their wake, on 29 March 1945, the 
First Canadian Rocket Battery crossed the Rhine and entered Germany. The new 
projectors had considerable problems with buckling of the baffle plates at the base of 
the launch tube, which was attributed to loading at too high an angle. Considerable 
work was also required to overcome careless assembly of the tail pin adapters at the 
factory. 


In the attack in the Arnhem area from 12 to 16 April, two rocket batteries were 
operated as a regiment. Manpower was provided by 337 Battery using the new 
projectors, and by 338 Battery using the Meyer-Dunfords. By this time the old 
projectors were giving very poor service, and they were replaced on 16 April. Still, they 
had served well and it is probably fitting that they took part in the only regimental 
(combined battery) salvo at 0600 hours on 16 April. 


On the night of 25 April, the battery was warned that three self-propelled guns were 
moving down the road to their position. In addition to manning the Projector, Infantry 
Anti-tank and the Bren light machine guns, Lt. N.C. Reid called forward a projector 
and laid it on the road at three degrees elevation. Nobody was sure what effect the 
rockets would have on the armour, but it was agreed that the occupants would receive 
a nasty surprise. To everyone's disappointment, their enemy did not appear. 


From 25 April to 2 May, nine salvoes were fired in support of 4 Canadian Division. The 
last salvo was fired at 1430 hours on 2 May 1945. One projector was totally destroyed 
by a bomb dropped by a Spitfire on 3 May; the only projector ever to be destroyed by 
"unfriendly" action. The war ended on 8 May 1945. 


For the next six weeks, the battery was occupied in occupational duties. In mid-June 
the equipment was packed up and 1 Canadian Rocket Battery officially ceased to exist 
on 22 June 1945. 


From the time that Major Royce took command of the Land Service Mattress Cadre 
until it was disbanded, 1 Rocket Battery, RCA, existed for 277 days. After the initial 
attack on Flushing, the battery supported every major attack by First Canadian Army 
until the end of the war. Indeed had the war lasted much longer, there would have 
been a Rocket Regiment. 


By itself, the Land Mattress (or Projector, Rocket, Three Inch, Number 8, Mark 1 as 
the Tillings-Stephens projectors were formally designated) was not a war-winning 
weapon. However, as an example of the effective use of resources which would 
otherwise have been scrapped, it probably had few equals. It was best used in 
prearranged fire plans, and the troops believed that it reduced their casualties in the 
attacks. But, without the persistence of lieutenant-colonels Harris and Wardell, and 
the high level support of First Canadian Army, it would never have seen wartime 
service. 


A History 
of 
1 Canadian Rocket Battery, RCA, 
during 


The Second World War 


Introduction 


At the end of the Second World War in Europe, every unit in First Canadian Army was ordered to 
write a brief unit war history (not to be confused with the unit war diary). When it was 
completed, they could go home. Those units with a peacetime Journalist or historian in their 
ranks wrote weighty tomes (2nd Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment's history is more than 100 
foolscap pages of text, plus appendices). Others were much shorter. 


This is a scan of the original document held in the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa. It was 
written by Lt. William Jackson based on the unit war diary. 





Lieutenant William Jackson. 
He was the Battery Command Post Officer from its first 
action at Breskins, Holland, in 1944, through to the end of 
the war in Germany on 8 May 1945. 
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The personnel o ' cket ne 
into the τ4 1 burs g risor ren. , - +. 1 lered to s ve i medi: tely 
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On the r C ^ 
tien of lat C. f A rant a oroval ) the formae 
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At a mean fighting renge of 7 yas s E 
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results. 


very successful due to cloud 


t the same target. 
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ὃ British Div, 51 iv, ntein Di (κ) Div were to sw 
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following even operations. 


1 : 1 NO of TOT: RP 
È "b 1945 liminary Bombardment 13 
16 Feb 1945 4* iv to cofture orest 


Feb 45 15(8) Div to capture 
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T3 τ NO Babe i 
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1050 7 ' : reeks 4 ξ DO 
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1124 τέ : í n Pites 
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1062 7895 
1101 78855 ] "n od 

1069 i 1 > : rtar Area 

1055 781527 : efended village 
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i Slewerfer an fent 
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chose the tarzet f for κ... "ρα ese tnree divisions 
ion supplied by nnt ie a 5, air recce and informat- 
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im th 
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Be 43 DIV 
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Pecelved fro t Bond, L xt ^ ms target information was 
the Same : t 5 εφ τ τ swo "ur 8 "t at 4 u's 
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42 moe - 
u - 718 
a ο. 748 
927498 
a 9°7498 155 
It Was propose to i ilk round " twie im juickly n , 1- 


ble firing th. right salvo in 1 hr 45 minutes. ids attack s unsuc 
in its initial tages 8 a result the ‘wil neutr za r 
The resni im : iginally lanned was no ] 
*hown eiming four lvos re ut on cs E were fired 
&n4 Y the N.E. )rner f the vod. 4 àv i not secure ! 3 
that Peal effectiveness coul not be assessed, J ver 1t * t 
the woods vere onl) rtially neutralized. The woods "re : y 
'e enemy strength and was used the day previous ' κ.» 
T "A "üswy counter - attack. 
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The Bty. was ordered to support an 
Dives by neutralizing as completely as possible the tec by Bw 
objectives, πα (5745) and Hervorst (8943), “This was te 
achieved by ring three Salvos on each area as quiekly as -ᾱ-. Ἡ 
as late as possible before the infantry attacked, The targets 


e to be fired on 30 minutes not we - 
ver Targets and times ον oa ορ diea 13 hrs, between targets, 


Isls AL Saivos Lime Descri ation 


AR ον 
46 68045 3 2205 Fortified, defended 
2220 village of AS PERDEN, 
2235 
49 094450 3 2330 Fortified, defended 
2345 village of WERVORST. 
240 


These targets were fired at the times asked for although 
only seven minutes w: rning was possible for the initial salvo. No 
difficulty wes experienced in firing as the guns hed been laid and 
waiting since 2100 TS+, with the changes in surface winds and meteor 
being applied every half hour, Spoilers hed been prepared and fitted 
insadwance as the target renge fell in the middle of the blue spoiler 


range. 

The neutralization was hi hly successful and reports stated 
that both objectives were easi ly taken and there was little fight 
left in the enemy, 


4, Q CAPTURE GOCE 


On 18 Feb, a gun position was oceupied by the Bty, at 
093493 (Q1 1:100,000) in support of 15 (5) Div, who were attacking 
Goch, & very strong and defended town in the Seigfried Line. 

r after firing one salvo in the center of the town, a report 
from Div, HQ steted our troops were already in the town after a quick 
break-through and we were to cease fire, No reports were received 
of shelling our own troops although they were undoubtedly very close 
to our target and well within the 100% zone. 
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The “ocket Bty, moved at 1600 hrs 25 Feb 45 and deployed at 
94483 (01 1:100,000) to support 2 Cdn Inf Div in their attack to 
ure the high ground in map squares 0048 and 0147 (Q1 100,000) 


P Objective lay 2000metres due south of CALCAR. 
9 task of the Bty, was to neutralize all the high ground in 


Squares 0048 and 0147, Two targets were selected on the high ground 
"Hd a total of five salvos were to be fired. 


itt, χο. Esk. Times | “alvos 


1 009481 0430 3 
0441 
0450 
2 014475 0502 2 
* 75 0519 
[Tu 
to commence 
EL M hour was set «t 0430 hrs,,26 Feb, 45. Firing w 'ired on 
E and to cease at H plus 56 BAR: wee saives io farther 


target and two salvos on the second target. rd/ 


tion was avaglable, this being &ll that was loft of 10,00 

















E [ 
| "y tion was to be deli 
SRT SST mem ts at 
pot ^ sa ο e infantry was held ui 
, t, did not resch their objective An vas ut = 
| the objective was taken, the lapse of tims betesen cut 
gation and entry of the infantry, prevented the mem EE 


i obtained from the rockets, An ins; 
i the ares was well and truly ο σάλας en Sa spe 


n 4 CDE. ARMD. DIV. TO ADVANCE ALONG 


1 Hu ik 


in the area 990455 (Ql L:s 100,000) to engi ] 
FOREST., The rockets were employed to eee à paste ares 
p whieh an coc g T rM attack had been launched 
an esrlier and also the neutraliz 
| p zing of enemy gun positions 
επ. Wo firing was carried out from this position and the E moved 
to 001443 (01 1s 100,000) at midday 28 Feb 45 to -— ny 
by 4 Div along the line of the railway south of the HOCHWALD 
. This area was also considered as a very likely forming-up 
| for an enemy counter attack, 
~ δα targets were selected in an area not complete] r 
the 4 Div, fire plan, | — '. 


AA TINE FIRED CRIPT 23 
- oido uz. Yao | 


| { The Rocket Bty. moved during the afternoon of 27 Feb. 45 and 
| 






ES 
E 054410 1538 F.U.P. 
d 054407 1551 Ρο οΡ ο 
l 1605 ΡΕ οὗ ο ο 
i ne 054402 1618 FU oP. 
i | 054400 1629 I ο ος - 
067469 1759 Gun Area, Weapon Pits 
059452 1814 Concentration Area. 








eneng had put in a strong counter attack from this area at 1500 
the 28 Feb but after very heavy fighting the enemy vere driven 
| From Intelligence reports the enemy were planning £ similar sttaek 
] hg day in greater strength. Six quick salvos , a total of 

S, a weight of approximately 60 tons, vere dumped along the 
the enemy Ε.Τ. in 62 minutes, “he suspected attack never took 
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x CAPTURE Ji 

“te "ty, moved at 1030 hrs., 6 Mar 45to support an attack by 2 

4v on Xanten. 'pty, Ready' was reported at 1600 hrs, on coupletion 
. pation of the gun position at 059391 (Ql 1: 100,000) 

E Rocket δὲν were to neutralize a wéoded area containing 
‘infantry, with anti-tank, 5.?, Guns and some tank support. Three 
Were picked, and a troop,concentrated, leid on each, Two salvos 


by each troop. 
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0642 € 4 
395 0642 and 0654 2 
=: 1106394 0642 and 0654 2 
Í hour was set at 0530 hrs on the ὃ Mar 45. All salvos were fired 
-A "2 cà "foils o according to plan with the 






attac Div failed to ! 
the Lr En g ae by A. was not reached until the 






g day, 

A ammuni the European Theatre had been 

pezeiuable rocket smmport could be given 2 Can Div in their 
day 














































For the operation one troop fy D 
that all gun detact nt p ey yea attached t 37 8 
sois is the first ti PS intained at 1 Sgt a b jn ΟΥ 
h ἃ conseque: ti ; ofie s were intein aaa ‘tak ae 
i ined at full stren- 
ieted without failure, 


The cont > τ » 
ring t i any traversing rs 
nced -- S a A.D. had to be conti ον. "98 CXperie- 
κα», en : lreuits i ey nuelly repairing 
pecoming comic : 1 | . hon tha ο sectrical system w 
ed into t — ἘΝ e bre gius ΤΥ 7» were 
plugs ! ! g cable art έν. ‘itch was 


the firing number lug switch free af pee ο it took 

ς ' -- - . 35. DO! consequent] 
PUMORE equipment t ' n spit ver ‘hese eyer τ 
nad been subject . t CF & Sear they 


5 PARI [CUL. i 


On the 16Feb,Gene rerar stes | 
vith Capt | e 1 > ' ς » a ^» Oli. » hatted 
the Bty on αν ἅλω ae inut ong u 

0n the 
the Bty 4 remai 

On one oc , ; 
tes as ageinst > ᾽ οἴ νο re κας. | in seven minu- 
increase experienc f personne] < ολα ο 
new Mk 111 moto: its A l ; ev of the 


icc a vist to 
operation, 


ATE C 


On examinatio f the t : 
many cases a strenuous pI , we adcumé A MA SLE EIS E 
gra a raere: le ct that they were 


met without failure ter tc sve = αἱ : : 
Heavy, speed , oy e Aight state of moral of the 


of disappo: tment n 11 τ s eceive . iere as i iL 18 ling 
Continustion c λ... πλ ο ο na »sen expenoed, 
4 V ÀJ ‘ Led instead of 


mu ^ 
LY: LÁ AL 


throughout operatior 2 thei ' ite fave le 
with only four or fiv vy all day rains bei riseoed, that 
“J i LI i 2 ος ιουςοι 


Was a certain punt ' rfac > mist 1 rov d 1 ] cover fo 
: - L s L i OU ; =| Ovu 
the Bty, Most ' - !tior οι ied 1 ode e t 


; ! slope,It proved 
88 ! Lel - ecupie y the Bty but the tactical 
cea Plon was querie a X.G' 1 ll behind us, chatt 
2 PO B A A. a As LAM » 116 = 
for 24 hrs prios to our firing. A company of infantry were dug in 
+ n 





-- 220/hrs on the ‘ b enemy planes appeared overhead dropped 
bombs within 2C yds of the gun position. An intense A.A, Darr- 
mw put up it n planes wore seen to come down, Again on the 10th 
& 5 at 0200 hrs planes flew over the gun ares, no bombs were jropped 
Planes were driven off by a heavy A.A. barrage. 
' Although on D day the bty fired almost continously from 0500 nrs 
at hrs & subsequently fired twice in threeg days from one position 
ET tine was enemy shelling such as tt ive reason to believe th t 
m2 7 position had been located that counter action was being taken 
Sony, Enemy shelling vas only moderate, On one occas ion shell 
r penetrated a few barrels οὔ one projector Sut the barreis 
Teplaced in short order by Ε.Β. 
one rockets burst in 13,300 rounds, The tail ist some 
the projector, the t il became detached from the heed 
and showed quite learly that it was the motor that 



















































eá r he head c: ‘ried i nd la me 
fad have dentonated, It is point 3 Bot ΓΣ 
n ms one ir 2 pointeó ou hat 
in motors x " on ; evel 1 an t ous und nd 1 à ιν 200008 prematures 
over twenty thousand, : == was the second in 


Lt elle i ot his L. ' | 
sl. T he st 


"as believed 


nd himself or rong road Γ i dad "a 0n. Uosvated 
fou ME m m 4 1 to carry on east of SONS. 
( he position.The night was very 


. 


i ! positie assed out through 4 
The 0.. t ne i ΓῚ 1 7 
; | - ; t fre th 7 Li egt 30 Corps HAs, 
nnb y 4 " wee 
9 M roh. their bty was delegated : 
10985 were gaining experie. 


ne imiantry side of our rockets are as 


ar 45 


FROM jor D.F. Llander,M.C, l 
σου ( ι n Yes wron Highlanders 
SUBJECT s- not 1 BAATERI 


L have ! rience of the Rocket Battery firing. ! "Or 
static lir ositic 3 rini hishtattaek Whilzt | — from a 

li: i ic T urin | nightattack, Whilst in defence and 
on a recce. ave observed the ittres οι own or German 

à - gsn Ο 2 G n poSie 
tion about > thousand yards in front of me. It came down almost 

2T 2zT1u η Ppp = 1 3 
σι t sing ro: ight to le 9 ig & distance 
of about e 1d not hear a projec es nd the first 
inmelication of the s the first explosion. In 








it seemed to have a devasting effect and covered target in smoke 
and dirt. ; or ic | beer rir id not fire again, The 
moral effect ntry we 5 very great indeed, 

Ny company t 4 the north end of Asperden at night under an 
artillery rras it attress timed to fire ng this barrage. 
Owing to various ciri ustances wi are very late on to our objective 
and the id fired oassibly when were one hours distance α- 


ion hcwevors;is that it is a gnificent weapon 
pertain 1 of the eljief factors 

ilst we approached the 

h were still in their 

tress fire support for 


2 
in keeping | enemy infantry underground 14 
objective. We ἴοι any prisoners all of whic 
cellars, "Vv ci ny woul lefinitely like emt 
any set páece attack they do, 

The German “Moaning Minnie" detrimental effect on our infantry, 
keəping them t the ground but I should imagine the mattress has a 
far greater effect on enemy infantry. 


DF. Callander Major 
Coy Comd 5th . Cameron Highlanders 


118 Bn took the village of 
tions to make. 

Xd Only a few houses were 

red, The few remaining Germans 
t There was np opposition 


AS a result of experience wi 

I have the following ot 

» lhevillage was partially deno 
Standing, and these were badly s 
vere very cowed and ε heltering in 






2. Reports from prisoners taken showed that the mor l effect c 18 
mattress" was very great. s M 4 
. the bn entered Asperden at midnight and no enemy helling took p. 


) ος until 1100 hrs the nextmorning. í i 
a It must be borne in mind that thése"mattressés" are put down in 


i action with a heavy artillery bembardment and that the village 
` @lso been typhooned, : | 
l am of the opinion that from the infantrys point of view the 
Of rocket concentration is of great assistance, 
J.C. Powell jor 
f45 Q,C, Sth Seaforth 
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- » 
tr , front is 
erms. Be died a week later of his 
* Was decapitated and an English engineer, st 
Very seriously injured by flying fragments nd 
=. Holness, driving in the same convoy, narr 









osoasa pec vhen e large Piece of ’ 
his hes nd T" Ra mA M ter ον 
L®rce 8 beck E — Over two inches 


44 PEBSONALITIFS 
δαν Davey J-C. from Charlotta 
quick thinking and no th B aD e. T. μον 
s from hie vehicle t | : er t himsel? néded on his 
Small arms s un!«'t4:. r rehicie , n he dash 
fret. ni i T n ulled Knes 
ele end surrounding rre -Oding in th, ~ Knez 
vehi urrounding ground was a} b md the wil 
zovich would havé burnt with an. ing mass. But for ole 


het death wee inste 5 vehicle m 2 
later * ins tenteneaus, "^ 5 not known until 


δε. ORAL 


Moral was very > ring 
in which everyone was g] to B the snot ano). operation 
We proud of ite nev projector. yen nd oach gun αρον n 
that the chase of t y inte : η vas a little dtsa sinees 
continued by the πεν, + Germany could not be 


The weather . 
cee mate as vet ther would have m o eee 116 rain fell. this 


ve i e the fields 
| J, POINTS OF INTEREST 


Shelling and zortaring : extreme 
vas extremely lucky ir B as E ^ J vy ε t imee ut the Bt 
The snemny were very etiv: 1 th trea : P 4 ut : 





Wearing Of steel helmets oll the time ana * ,, Ὁ "*Cessitatin, 
visite, before the ration «turt.a 1 ",, mooning minnies" paid four 
| At the second ty sition - ma i ES Es ts d ty On r st, rea. 
were bridging the ! nd - a> s 4 - ` nx, her the Engineers 
were engaged with rif] efire M e Bt ire, rean planes 
aimed at the brid ida i Sty. Sone the bombs , 
of the gun positi ns. i 2 : Ames OF J n front 
usual the Pty s t a wate wu - ion but as 
A spectacul Γ t 1 ae $ e l 4 . 
due pl nes t 43 11 » "iss vagas den ' a. TEM ntire 
stream & then the tu el ~ "8 80 ty ly never 
their own. One 41 r 132 n » * i i T 1 lere on 
EUN smooth leniing near our position: mz rur ea 4 glided dow 
Suffered ; uic eath ecg ο — a a g μα all the occupe 
| à Vertical "ive to Ly ove executed 


hea * lst April 45 


“eth British Div in 1 n Cor 
een NIJA GPN nå wt fol len 2 , n 
to clear ARNHEM & then exploit A a - 


| a p» "VALL 


irt April 45 found the Bty deployed at 711685 (sheet 1:100,000 ] 





-À selvos were to be fired in ipport of iv but due to the 
SPposition the atta nt such faster thar ticipated & only 
"0, to touch the attack off was fire » at hrs on the Z Apr. 
Outskirts of lefended v1] re at 765656. The whole area 





Oven with trenches A n ite ire which the enemy had 
Winter to repare. 

Weil llth 45 the Sty moved north on the Island to 725752 froi 
it Was to enrzarze targets omsencing on y, 1 april 45 Η "ur 
in Support of 4 iv in their assault woes the I i IVER 
"Quent clearing of HEN. : 

9 attck «nother cket Bty | in operation. The ? ty 
as C.P.O. were eGudlpi ad ith the twelve old ey r unore 
Occupied a position at 7; 4729 on the llth April 45. Ν th 
Mader the R.H.C. of 105 LAA. Regt instead of Major 5'*rona 
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mteen targets ee 
ow seta for E : et tha , 
paene and ter 11 ' Y wer à iv C.R.A - 
d «155 prog. 


quo E. e. : 
75558 7846 IMS is 


- 7603 7 n -l P 45 Ke 
? 7727 * να "Pan í 
μ 77 - sa : 
4 ου... E ; | 
6 761 , 1 1 
"590 7 r 1 
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7 59 8 3 Ja Em ! 
B 723! : l 
7221 7 : t r 4 
ν WE ὦν... 
10 7815 
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f 
fargets for 570 πι i 
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3 77597 ug E | 
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ν - 1 κ. - . , i 
» à | 
5 l ; ! E" 9 e 
| 6 7221 1 - p 
| 7 7377 ; , i 


Reference she: . id 9 ; 


No trouble was tenes y either ty in meeting the t! 


| gelled for. Both &nits had considerable operations Me. 
& were fest τε hir high state of training. ri | 


The faret seven y target πο tar: fired from t 
ret position occupied loceted 9 4 « : go - e μα 
Sely expose’ to the enemy on hi un te ey cies a -- 
Sereen wae not functioning e Bty moi to sn 
NR. 756724 at 2: hre y the 12th of 
the Bty medical tryir to lpful by le in 
νου ehtrance between two deep vsterf111!: 
into the ditch ding on Long 1 cow, the 
surprisingly wel) r unt t nly ne 
ne vehicle was found next rnin yin 
The πον» ο το the original ostitior 
9n the 14th of Avr! ut the re-occu tion 
| 9f the enemy onl, yds ie fr! 
© function & firing g Lv t 14: r 
k Away completely. 
Lt Reid wit ty 1 ) vir ny Apches. His obsole- 
9986 Heyer ου: ο; ro: o er !vin j ο r 
s delivering their full complement of rockets when Tired. A al 
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4 position rage? . id ut never occuple a his first six 
targets ver fire fro ne ition ia was 1n s herr ^ rd, 
ΤῊΝ three quarters of t rå exists now. 


On the 15th Apri , 
mt by both Satteri: I à; final ty ιἶνο 
at 0600 hra 1 eM — ~ ΜΕ 
Ἢ Operation ! t1 à . 


into 
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2 This was the first tr that 
de This was 8 len 


am the tine it normslly takes one ty to er nine 
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bafrie plates on the Tilley tevens pr 
held up until the end of the operation. 


vx B stated 1 
Ei Meere ode tienlly " 1 de Ἡ- thes fall ff 
Poor service 4 practically everything abo 
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; jeo tops ,)ntinued 







































L 22 
the operation except th Twel 
and of toy Stevens projectors received at that ket Comp apon, Τ᾽ 
45 vere modified by our own L.À.I . and delis σα we "e 
ΓΗΒ, of the operation. The N.D, equiome tl. 9T9d to the 338 Bty, 
9. equipments were immediately marked EA 






ITERLS!] 
« Ne Reid proved himself c 
» «ii ipable of ο 
ocoury 4 two Sty. position east of the Neder Rigm and : on was 
to recce there it was decided to stay x T1 fter a 
pre. and darkness was coming fast, Th ne lsland', Tim 
short : ~ L t P e ferry it wes planned to 
ex to the Island’ on, had closed down for the night and was tied > on 
bs far side, but a motor boat lay on thi up on 


5 5 side, the boat used by the 
[ανα to eras Lr "eu =< mornings. Lt. Reid, gather 
sp? heart-tesring attempts to master th T AP Swen ete - 
several 19 non-co-operetive engine 
wy meid's staff recched the new position only just in time to obtein 
- fy ag tote dahon Fee — or + the recce group took the 
= τ . 5 no inser 
-— meross to their ferry the next morning fae ee ND cis 7 
The Mtm: positions chosen were at RIJKERSWOERD, two 
thousand pue sou " of BIDEN, Both bty.s chose gun areas side by side, 
| and several sa m. rere dumped when it was decided to move forward. 
| he aroa was heavily — so before doing a recce Lt, Reid went to 
49 Div and secured information as to mine belts, He suddenly developed 
of the knees and fluttering of the heart when he learned from 
the mine map thet he had dumped those salvos right in the middle of a mine 
field. He hoped that the map was wrong but was assured by 49 Div they 
sere « However the rounds were retrieved, At the same position 
faker troop of 337 Bty were forced to use a position which contained 
τν. E were in an advenced state d' decomposition, and the | 
wea’ . 
AS previcüsly stated, the 337 Bty were operating in full 
view of the enemy who were holding high ground 2500 yards to our left 
Retalliation fire was expected and received on the 14 April at 
1700 Firstly "Mosning Hinnie's" were directed at the gun position, 
| bat all fell short and then shelling by 105's began for twenty minutes. 
| Shells fell on the gun position and around B Echelon area and the Bty. 
Comma Post but our luck still held and no damage was sustained. 
11ου West and a visiting officer were inspecting the equipment 
"en the first rounds fell and immediately took cover in a large ditch 
| full Of water, running through the gun position, but as they were still 
| NR rds away from a fully loaded projector, they swam away as 
sible. 
| 


Ni u The only other unit in the area was the 40th Bty from 
E E Amy Pield on our right flank, Capt. G Howden, C.?,0., who later " 
m MERE Bty Capt. of the Rocket bty., reported that h&ssmütire staff 
+ δν Sma turned white when our first salvo was fired, It was more 











ἢ than anything they had experienced all through Italy, he said. 
- t of the targets vere inspected sn? the M.P.I. was founa to 
b. on the map reference given and the effect of the fire was 


>i 
; . 






im the latter part of April 1945, 4 Cdn Arm'd Div had a 
| B over the FUSTEN CANAL, north of FRISSOYIHE (M2 1:100,0 0; 
Was to enlarge the bridgehead to the north and east which was to 
ο. capture of OLDENBURG, - 

This plan was subsequently changed and OLDENBURG was to be 
HK Div who were to drive north on both sides of BAD 


and capture UIHELMSHAVEN, 












-> SOC Oy TY. 
6 ty. * Reid C.P.0,, was to support this attack by 
pos ea were occupied on April 25th at 141010{ 42 11105,0 
"DF time programme was laid down as the Div. plen wes very 
were fired in ell, one Bty. selve on each, 
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29. 





|  fhese werei- 
; g. = 
e 144065 2100 ὃς 1 
es 210€ 5 ril P 
121045 1110 26 April 
È 160064 2123 26 April 
197030 igis 55 April 
jq (ena 2519 27 April 
| 16710: 9300 29 April 
H 1551 13 -— 4 29 pril 
20! 112 14 29 "2 pril 
9 2 May 


t five t:rgots re engage ‘rom tj 
The pages E "um d : £5^god from the gun osition 
ay 1 Aa ~ oy n &ngóf four targets were engaged 
from 174057 ( $10X D0). The move to this siti N 
sult as heavy r ls ε ὑπαὶ position was most 
| diffi had rnea roads and fields into quagmires, 


[" PM-NT 
The Bty w equipped with 12 new T ej 8] 
ors for this oper tion, recently modified by PRIM "epum 

These modifications were:- 

(1) Strips of iron vere welded on the inside of both 
front and rear baffle plates with cross breces between them, 

(11) The dial sight was raised up level with the barrel 
group, giving 9 greater field of vision, 

(111) Full cross level of the diel Sight could not be 
Obtained and was remedied by cutting away the brecket and be: ce 
supporting bracket and elongating the slot allowing full cross 
devel at full elevation «nd full traverse, The machined surface 

| Was increased to obtain this result. 

| (iv) The contact point sockets were mounted at all 
angles making it extremely difficult to lug in during darkness, 
These were placed vertical, 

(v) The hand brake had no spring on it to hold it in the 
Off position. Springs were put on but hand-brakes are really not 
mecessary with the equipment, 

(vi) A foot-rest covering the traversing geer for support 
while loading, was welded on. Loaders were in the habit of placing 
E foot on the gear for support while loading, causing the gear 
f * 

. t (vii) Stop pins, as experienced with 337 Bty.gquipment, 
ιά tear out of the barrels and these vere re-welded, 






* These equipments stood up well under the most stranuuusconditic 
- @¥er encountered by the Rocket Pty. 

ee 

Pa ^ PÀ CULAR POINI OF INTEREST 

^ On the night of April 25, 45, a message was received 





ma forward unit thet three enemy 5.P.'s were moving down the 
ΗΝ toward the Pty. position. Fighting was so fluid that it ws 
i & surprise to receive such a message and Lt, Reid, C.P.U0., 
am ees quite delighted because we had always talked abou SA dd 

| meeabilities of engaging tanks with rockets and here en A : 
Ὁ to experiment, Piats and brens were manned at the Ὃν y po 
The Battery Command Post was forward of the gun posi = 
nS Comfortable house as usual, Lt. Reid called for ene Men" 
One salvo to be rushed by jeép to the 5.C.?. ͵ where c 
από laid st three degrees elevation down the ros zm δω. 
h the 5.?.'s were expected to appear. Everyone was hop vould 
7 would walk into the trap because, although the a iniy 
M knocked out, a salvo of 30 rounds of rockets would meh 
the occupants to death, However they did not show up 
Tyone's disappointment, 
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Qs the 3rd ay 45, the ty. 


of twelve itr , a Pioye ’ 0847? (x2 x 
astin 7 , ιά τπτ. 
posits Ne is Yoped, 


t on tj ^ . , 
a direct --ᾱ *. VG of . e. jer scor à 
: ᾽ ι heetan μας results, 
j : rojector, 


acos being fow ' ] Paire. n 
p» s formerly , me crater 2 v rojector ne 
Lo ities - ral ofí 22 feet 
πο casual ! - -- 


ma. o 
πονεῖ was ] - y : i. 
pruay, the C.h.^., a e C.N, 


ὁ μασ AND puc 


may *rench, 
the roeds, i 
a marked « : ! - sayed 


& ZR CI" OF AP EN 


by Bt. seid, ine i t : T 
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extensiv s 
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MI Poom snell ᾽ 
88 Such by our i 
was interesti : l 
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+ Div. amd accept yoursel y να J put on hile with 
nd A, bs : t i th : A 
ation : ipport hich you ν x t} 
This operat lon WAS brought te 1. . 
hostilities on the len fri ; c tion 
ὁ Ls 8 Je ` - ’ 8 on he 5tj 
of May 1945. he t an ocket ftv. had ohana e th 
» in north-west Suro; at JAX Én τ heir last 
on the btth pril 1945 t -- ne na ay 1945, 
tr mma: “2 | base Rocket Camp moved 
! to Almelo Y27215] heretthey 1 Bars ed from 
3 ΤΙ 1νο in tents unti) ; 
then moved to ἐπτοὶ "de, : mtii Way 
nsohode o"nlete o7 1 ; , 
) 24 τε G ery q h4 
, y 1: eti erat ae ge ag 7 icle, 
πό f ) ew | ε l i n o] - b+ ngl^nd, 
- e lace Pics 
Lt. V. essarc serious] injured on ti "nn — 
Turnhout, overturned br 
iled tc x d by a 60 ewt, 
tho } erv { T A A 
I: , ν s ' (WP 
Le E i. : a jor Reb. Stronach left the 
e to return ti neda on rotation le: e 
sno had bean Pty, tai nce ! y - ας nn 
promoted ij fel 4 E νυ Ye r ' { tain , 
νον joined the Fty, as Pty. | tain r Jr 
Ey with the lith στιν Field, ex ju mee 
in Sicily ar tely. ` B p, t Et J 'petent 
officer an "ficisl scrounger, v 3 ri esse 
ats ed 4 ne] y th, 1945, He 
en J I r the 
" ΄ " . . ." . 
n army 7 ] ntl rive fro ' S 
At the berinn!? " unc, : i z received 
fins) job in πᾶ this κ guardir D.0,8, ear 
on the Arn! irfield, four Kx, rnhem, 
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Wounded in actior 1 " i dne - 
River cross 















